
At precisely 9:30, a bell clangs.  Pandemonium erupts. It's the beginning 
of another day of controlled chaos at the Minneapolis Grain Exchange.
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IN THE FALL OF 1881, just one year after Minneapolis

surpassed St. Louis as the nation's leading producer

of flour, twenty-one prominent businessmen met in

the basement of a fledging bank to create one of the

Mill City's most enduring commercial enterprises.

Known originally as the Minneapolis Chamber of

Commerce, the Minneapolis Grain Exchange provided

a market for most of the grains grown in the rich,

dark soil of the Upper Midwest, particularly the

much-prized spring wheat. As its members traded

thousands, then millions, then billions of dollars in

cash grains and futures, the exchange grew into one

of the premier grain markets in the world. What

began as an essential element in the making of mod-

ern Minneapolis, as well as personal and philanthrop-

ic fortune, continues to play a vital role in the city's

and the regions' economic success.
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“Within the four walls of this [new] building,
business will be transacted which will affect

the breadstuffs of the world.” 
—George  A. Pillsbury, 1884
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For 125 years, such has been 
the self-fulfilling prophecy of the 
Minneapolis Grain Exchange.
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